
 Can you paint a rainbow?  

Quality texts: Elmer, Elmer and the 
Rainbow, Rainbow Fish,  Pete the 

Cat – I Love my White Shoes  

Key focus– colours, sorting skills, 
colour mixing, early mark making, 

sharing and friendship.  

 

What lives under the leaves?  

Quality texts: Guess how much I 
love you in Autumn, Hedghugs, Cold 

dark Night, Owl Babies 

Key focus - signs of autumn, autum-
nal colours, nocturnal animals—

owls, hedgehogs etc.  

 

What rhyme is it? 

Nursery Rhyme Week 15th -19th 
November 

Humpty Dumpty 
Wind the Bobbin up 

Three Blind Mice  
Baa Baa Black Sheep 

Incy Wincy 
Wheels on the bus 

Pat a cake pat a cake  
Miss Polly had a dolly 

Jack and Jill  
I’m a little teapot  

Key focus - enjoyment of singing, 
rhyme, pitch, pace, sing familiar 

nursery rhymes, add actions 
 
 

Do you want to build a snowman?  

Guess How much I Love You in 
Winter 
Frozen 

The Snowman 
Stickman 

The Snow Bear 
Snow Bear’s Surprise 

Key focus– signs of winter, weather, 
appropriate clothing, Christmas, 

family 

 

PSED 

Engage with others through gestures, 

gaze and talk. 

Use that engagement to achieve a goal. 

For example, gesture towards their cup 

to say they want a drink. 

Develop friendships with other children 

Play with one or more other children, 

extending and elaborating play ideas. 

Find ways of managing transitions, for 

example from their parent to their key 

person. 

Thrive as they develop self-assurance. 

 

 

Express preferences and decisions. 

They also try new things and start es-

tablishing their autonomy. 

Play with increasing confidence on their 

own and with other children, because 

they know their key person is nearby 

and available. 

Select and use activities and resources, 

with help when needed.  

This helps them to achieve a goal they 

have chosen, or one which is suggested 

to them. 

Find ways to calm  

themselves, through being calmed and 

comforted by their key person. 

 

Establish their sense of self. 

Increasingly follow rules, understanding 

why they are important. 

 

Communication and language 

 
Generally, focus an activity of their own choice and find it 

difficult to be directed by an adult 

Listen to other people’s talk with interest, but can easily be 

distracted by other things. 

Understand simple questions about who, what and where 

(but generally not why) 

Start to say how they are feeling, using words as well actions 

Develop pretend play: “putting baby to sleep” or “driving the 

car to the shops” 

Use a wider range of vocabulary 

Use longer sentences of four to six words  

Creative with Materials  

Start to make marks intentionally. 

Explore paint, using fingers and other parts of their bodies as 

well as brushes and other tools. 

Explore colour and colour-mixing 

Manipulate and play with different materials. 

Explore different materials freely, in order to develop their 

ideas about how to use them and what to make. 

Join different materials and explore different textures. 

Join in with songs and rhymes, making some sounds. 

Make rhythmical and repetitive sounds. 

Explore a range of sound-makers and instruments and play 

them in different ways. 

Gross motor  

Clap and stamp to music 

Fit themselves into spaces, like tunnels, dens and large box-

es, and move around in them 

Enjoy starting to kick, throw and catch balls 

Skip, hop, stand on one leg and hold a pose for a game like 

magical statues 

Use large muscle movements to wave flags and streamers, 

paint and make marks 

 

Fine motor 

Eat finger food and develop likes and dislikes 

Try a wider range of foods with different tastes and texture 

Explore different materials and tools 

Use large and small motor skills to do things independently, 

for example manage buttons and zips, and pour drinks 

Use one handed tools and equipment, for example, making 

snips in paper with scissors 

Show a preference for dominant hand 

Be increasingly independent as they get dressed / un-

dressed 

Number 

Counting-like behaviour, such as making sounds, pointing or 

saying some numbers in sequence. 

Count in everyday contexts, sometimes skipping numbers - 

‘1-2-3-5.’ 

Take part in finger rhymes with numbers. 

Show ‘finger numbers’ up to 5.Recite numbers past 5 

Numerical Patterns  

Combine objects like stacking blocks and cups. Put objects 

inside others and take them out again. 

Climb and squeezing selves into different types of spaces 

Complete inset puzzles. 

Build with a range of resources. 

Compare sizes, weights etc. using gesture and language - 

‘bigger/little/smaller’, ‘high/low’, ‘tall’, ‘heavy’. 

Make comparisons between objects relating to size, length, 

weight and capacity 

Being Imaginative  

Show attention to sounds and music 

Move and dance to music. 

Listen with increased attention to sounds. 

Start to develop pretend play, pretending that one object 

represents another. For example, a child holds a wooden 

block to her ear and pretends it’s a phone. 

Use their imagination as they consider what they can do 

with different materials. 

Show attention to sounds and music. 

Respond emotionally and physically to music when it chang-

es. 

Being Imaginative  

 

Anticipate phrases and actions in rhymes and songs, like 

‘Peepo’. 

Explore their voices and enjoy making sounds. 

Enjoy and take part in action songs, such as ‘Twinkle, Twin-

kle Little Star’. 

Listen with increased attention to sounds. 

Remember and sing entire songs. 

Understanding of the world  

Makes connections between the features of their family and 

other families. 

Notices differences between people 

Explore materials with different properties 

Explore natural materials, indoors and outside 

Explore and respond to different natural phenomena in their 

setting and on trips 

Repeat actions that have an effect 

Explore how things work 

Characteristics of Learning  

Playing and exploring 
Showing curiosity about objects, events and people. 
Using senses to explore the world around them 
Engaging on open ended activities 
Pretending things are from their experience 
Active Learning 
Maintaining focus on their activity for a period of time. 
Showing high levels of energy, fascination. 
Not easily distracted 

Creative and Critical Thinking  

Thinking of ideas, Finding ways to solve problems, Finding  
new ways to do things 

Curriculum Overview for Nursery Autumn 2022-2023 


