
Clarendon Primary School 
Covid 19 Catch-Up Premium Report 2020/2021 

 

In June, a £1 billion fund for education was announced by the government.  Further guidance has now been released 
(https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-catch-up-premium) showing that the money is split between a catch-up 
premium and a national tutoring scheme. 
The catch-up premium is funded on a per pupil basis at £80 per pupil. This will be based on the previous year’s census and will not 
include Nursery numbers, meaning Clarendon will be in receipt of £33,520 (419 children x £80).  The spending of this money will be 
down to schools to allocate as they see best. To support schools to make the best use of this funding, the Education Endowment 
Foundation has published a support guide for schools with evidence-based approaches to catch up for all students.  This has been 
considered by leaders in school.  https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/covid-19-resources/national-tutoring-
programme/covid-19-support-guide-for-schools/#nav-covid-19-support-guide-for-schools1  
 
 
The allocation of Catch-Up Premium for Clarendon is: 
 

Financial Year Allocation 
2020/2021 £19,555 
2021/2022 £13,965 
Total £33,520 

 
The extended lockdowns, throughout 2020-21, has had an impact on the education of all of our children, regardless of age or academic ability. 
During the first lockdown, most of our children were educated at home, with school providing online learning from the outset;  Children were sent 
weekly tasks and provided with work packs, these ran alongside the online platforms that the school purchased and enabled: Reading Eggs 
(EYFS & KS1), Reading Plus (KS2), Spelling Shed, My Maths, Times Tables Rock Stars, Espresso and Purple Mash. In addition, a small number 
of our families received additional paper packs of work on a regular basis, due to a lack of access to suitable technology. Approximately 80% of 
our children accessed some activities online over time; however, in reality, only around 25% of children engaged in a meaningful way on a daily 
basis. Regardless of the levels of pupil engagement and the hard work of our staff, it is important to recognise that our children will not have 
received the same quality of education, consistently and as thoroughly, as if they had been taught in school during this time. 
 
On June 2nd, the school opened for children in Reception, Y1 and Y6 – for a variety of reasons, there was a 24% uptake for this provision in each 
year group (Rec – 15%, Y1 – 28%, Y6 – 30%). 
 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-catch-up-premium
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/covid-19-resources/national-tutoring-programme/covid-19-support-guide-for-schools/#nav-covid-19-support-guide-for-schools1
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/covid-19-resources/national-tutoring-programme/covid-19-support-guide-for-schools/#nav-covid-19-support-guide-for-schools1


The school has had 19 bubble closures in the Autumn term, when the bubbles closed the learning instantly switched to remote learning & 
lessons were uploaded to Seesaw.  When school closed in the third lockdown on 5th January 2021, Clarendon provided education for 40 Key 
Worker children and 71 vulnerable / SEND children.  Children who were at home, that had limited access to the internet, were provided with 
internet dongles and children without laptops were provided with these too.  Teachers planned work covering all areas of the curriculum.  There 
were daily 20 minute reading, writing and maths input lessons, which were followed up with individual application activities that were shared 
and marked on Seesaw, as well as a daily science or learning links lesson, these were supplemented with music, computing, PE, RE, PSHE & 
mindfulness lessons.  The teachers spoke to each child weekly via a telephone call, children who did not engage were reported to the Learning 
Mentor or SLT, who would then carry out further phone calls or home visits (these records were logged on CPOMS).  Once the children 
returned to school on 8th March 2021 it was noticed that a number of families were in foreign countries and unable to return due to quarantine 
and further testing restrictions.  This has added to the implications for leaders and teachers. 
 
 
Therefore, as of 1st September 2020 & subsequently on 8th March 2021, when Clarendon reopened for all children, significant barriers to learning 
were identified across school, as well as in specific year groups: 
 

 Children in both Nursery & Reception have missed out on many aspects of the key building blocks of learning, particularly in Personal & 
Social Education (PSE); Communication & Language (CL) and Physical Development (PD) 

 Children in Y1 have missed key learning in early reading & phonics; writing and mathematics 

 Children in EYFS & Years 1 and 2 have missed at least six months of phonics teaching; all phases of Letters and Sounds were not taught, 
practised or learned. Gaps in knowledge have had an impact on reading ability and writing standards 

 Individual, group and class reading opportunities have been missed by many children throughout the lockdown. For some children, fluency 
has decreased; for others, comprehension skills have regressed. Most children are not working at their expected level 

 Our children’s vocabulary development and understanding of unfamiliar words have regressed either through lack of regular practise or 
because little English has been spoken at home during the lockdown period (74% of our children have English as an Additional Language) 

 In the first lockdown, children with Special Educational Needs did not have the specialist teaching and interventions whilst being home 
educated and may have fallen behind with academic, emotional and social skills, depending on their particular needs, this was due to 
parents choosing to keep their children at home.  In the 2021 lockdown, school put more pressure on parents to bring SEND children 
into school, where their teachers & SNA’s could support their learning further 

 Children across school have fallen behind with their writing as they have not been exposed to quality first teaching of the different 
genres of writing; they have lost their stamina when writing for extended periods 

 For many children, presentation is not at the expected standard; this is because most learning was done online 

 There are significant gaps in knowledge and understanding of grammar, punctuation and spelling 

 Progression in times tables has been halted due to the lockdown so that almost all children are not working on the expected tables for 
their current year group 



 Children are not working at age-related expectations in maths because they have missed six months of the maths curriculum in their 
previous year group 

 Children new to the school (including those in Nursery; those new to Reception; those arriving through in-year transfers or International 
New Arrivals) have not had the usual package of transition (visits; meetings with parents etc) 

 
 
On a positive note, our children have shown remarkable resilience and have returned to school from the lockdowns with highly positive 
attitudes to learning. They have settled quickly, resulting in high standards of behaviour. Positive relationships, with both staff and peers, have 
been re-established and there have been no anxiety or attachment issues, as might be expected after such a long period of absence from 
school. In general, attendance has also been good, except for those children who are in other countries and unable to return to the country. 
 
We have considered all of these factors carefully to help us decide how we will allocate and spend the Catch-Up Premium. We have also used 
the government recommended ‘Covid-19 Support Guide for Schools’, published by the Education Endowment Foundation (EEF), to help identify 
the best strategies, based on long-term research, that will enable us to achieve the most positive outcomes for our children (link above). 
 
The following actions have been put into place to fill gaps in learning and address regression: 
 

Focus Action Intended Impact 
Transition  Additional transition meetings for all year groups so that 

staff aware of children’s starting points / differing needs 

 Transition for new starts in Nursery & Reception – 
staggered starts – to enable staff to focus on children 

 Continuous provision in EYFS – additional teacher to 
support children due to significant gaps in learning due to 
the lockdown (Mon – Wed) 

 In-year transfers / International New Arrivals – office staff 
to coordinate until ACIS staff are able to come into school 

 Teaching and learning can begin immediately from the 
children’s current starting points so that no learning time is 
lost 

 Children will settle quickly and will make good progress 

 Gaps in learning will be addressed so that children are back 
on track as quickly as possible 

 New arrivals, including INAs will settle quickly – where 
appropriate, children will receive their EAL intervention / 
initial assessment as soon as they start school, promoting 
rapid progress 

EYFS  As part of quality first teaching, have a particular focus on 
the Prime areas of PSE, CL and PD 

 Continue with our well-established play-based approach 
with high quality adult interactions 

 Continue with ‘in the moment planning’ so that the needs of 
every learner are addressed 

 The children will have the key skills needed to access the 
whole curriculum and to be effective learners  

 Targeted children will make accelerated progress with 
communication & language, enabling them to access the 
whole curriculum 



 Implement the Tales Toolkit to provide quality opportunities 
to develop PSE & CL 

 High ratio of adults to children in Nursery enables high 
quality interaction and provides opportunities for more 
small group / individual learning 

 Following baseline assessments, children identified as 
having speech & language difficulties receive interventions 
from trained staff, using Wellcom materials 

KS1 
 

 Arrange the timetables so that children have additional time 
to catch up with core subjects 

 Deploy TAs to allow each class a TA every morning and 
afternoon  

 TAs to provide intervention for Speaking & Listening (Talk 
boost) 

 All children in Year 1 to access Rapid Writing for the first 
term 

 Additional phonics sessions for all children – in preparation 
for the Phonics Screening Checks (Y2 to complete this in 
Dec. ’20) 

 Timetables include specific ICT slots, whereby children are 
able to access quality resources online 

 All children have access to laptops and ICT equipment at 
least daily each week 

 All children accessing high quality reading resources – 
Reading Eggs 

 Subjects will be introduced over the year so that teaching 
can focus on core learning and basic skills – Espresso will 
be used to give the children a basic coverage of some 
subjects 

 Children will be provided with additional PSHE lessons to 
allow opportunities for them to share anxieties, week 1 of 
Autumn term focused solely on PSHE 

 All children accessing high quality teaching and closing gaps 
in core subjects and phonics 

 All children able to access quality resources online, which 
strengthens teaching in school 

 Teachers and TAs are able to work with small groups of 
children to address gaps in learning, misconceptions and 
teach new skills 

 Children working at age related expectations as soon as 
possible 

 The gradual introduction of curriculum areas will free up 
time to focus on the catching up of missed learning  in the 
core subjects and the revision of basic skills 

 Children given time to express their emotions and positive 
relationships rebuilt quickly – children enjoy coming to 
school 
 

KS2  Arrange the timetables so that children have additional time 
to catch up with core subjects 

 All children accessing high quality teaching and closing gaps 
in core subjects and phonics 



 Deploy TAs to allow each class a TA every morning and 
afternoon (except when teachers are having PPA) 

 Additional specialist maths teacher in Year 5/6 to support 
quality first teaching in maths 

 Part time teacher to provide targeted quality first teaching 
to children in Year 3 

 TAs to provide intervention for Speaking & Listening (Talk 
boost) 

 Timetables include specific ICT slots, whereby children are 
able to access quality resources online 

 All children have access to laptops and ICT equipment at 
least daily each a week 

 All children accessing high quality reading resources – 
Reading Plus 

 Subjects will be introduced over the year so that teaching 
can focus on core learning and basic skills – Espresso will 
be used to give the children a basic coverage of some 
subjects 

 Children were provided with additional PSHE lessons to 
allow opportunities for them to share anxieties, week 1 of 
Autumn term focused solely on PSHE 

 All children able to access quality resources online, which 
strengthens teaching in school 

 Teachers and TAs are able to work with small groups of 
children to address gaps in learning, misconceptions and 
teach new skills 

 Children working at age related expectations as soon as 
possible 

 The gradual introduction of curriculum areas will free up 
time to focus on the catching up of missed learning  in the 
core subjects and the revision of basic skills 

 Children given time to express their emotions and positive 
relationships rebuilt quickly – children enjoy coming to 
school 
 

SEND 
children– 
whole 
school 

 As a matter of priority, children with EHCPs to be 
supported in achieving the targets which could not be 
worked on during home education (in particular, speech & 
language work) 

 Children receiving SEND support to receive appropriately 
differentiated activities / additional classroom support / 
interventions 

 Teachers to complete Provision Maps so that new targets 
are relevant to the child’s current situation 

 SEND children will make good progress from their different 
starting points and will achieve their targets 

Staff CPD – 
whole 
school 

Autumn term: 

 Maths guidance 2020 for all individual year groups 

 English CPD – Maddy Barnes 

 All staff continue to develop their subject knowledge so that 
teaching is at least good 



 Level 1 First Aid for all staff – over several weeks due to 
bubbles 

 Fire Awareness training – all staff 

 Fire Marshall training 

 Level 3 Safeguarding for 2x DSLs 

 Computing mats training 

 Achievement for All training / online meetings (SLT) 

 Remote learning – Seesaw training and expectations for 
Clarendon 

 Social Stories training for all staff 

 Tales Toolkit training for all EYFS staff 

 New EYFS curriculum training for EYFS staff 
 
Spring term: 

 LBQ update and introduce class tracker all teachers 

 National College training – reforms to the new EYFS 
curriculum, PSED and Reading for All EYFS staff 

 Embedding maths into science for all teachers 

 EYFS– curriculum design for all EYFS staff  

 Key maths domains to prioritise in summer term after 
spring lockdown for all teachers 

 EYFS early adopter training for all EYFS staff 

 Understanding Christianity for all teachers 

 B Squared all teachers and SNAs 

 Virtual spotlight on upper KS2 science closing gaps in 
learning  

 Counselling for Learning Mentor 

 Computing tiered vocabulary  

 Early language development in Year 1 

 Staff are current with their understanding of the Covid-19 
guidance and recommendations (esp in regards to 
curriculum & online learning) 

 All staff have copies of the latest Covid-19 Risk 
Assessment & understand the implications 

 Staff are closing gaps in children’s learning & working with 
families to support children with their home / online learning 

 

Remote 
learning– 
all children 

 Teaching staff trained in uploading & monitoring work to the 
Seesaw Platform 

 Individuals self-isolating or with a positive Covid test to 
receive work from the first day of absence 

 All staff confident in setting work remotely – a consistency 
of approach is established 

 Little learning time is lost due to normal provision / 
timetable being followed as closely as possible from the 
first day of bubble closure 



 In the event of a bubble closure, online learning to be set 
on Seesaw, lesson input for all core subjects and one other 
subject will be uploaded by the teacher daily - paper-based 
for those with limited access to technology / internet access 

 Devices provided by DfE, will be made available to families 
without appropriate technology 

 Clear guidelines regarding the expectations for learning – 
from September, provision needs to reflect a typical school 
day; SLT to check and chase children who have CPOMs 
logs, which show lack of engagement 

 All work to be marked and feedback given 

 When bubbles are closed, all staff will send an email to the 
parents to check that they understand the expectations and 
in addition will make weekly phone calls – additional ones 
for children who are LAC / have a Social Worker and 
deemed vulnerable 

 Quality of work and regular feedback means that children 
are supported 

 Teacher workload is manageable 

 Proportion of children engaging in online learning is high 

 Children without adequate technology are well supported 
and are not at a disadvantage 

 Remote Learning Policy written & shared on the school 
website https://clarendon.bolton.sch.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2020/11/Home-Learning-technology-
Policy-Aut-20.pdf  

Behaviour – 
all children 

 Re-establish usual Behaviour Policy, including systems for 
rewards and sanctions – ensue children understand the 
expectations 

 Continue to use Aspire to support targeted individuals 

 Provision of playground activities / equipment for different 
bubbles 

 Learning Mentor accessible and able to support children 
as and when required – first day visits are a priority 

 Standards of behaviour are high in each year group 

 Children supported by Aspire are able to access the 
curriculum and can maintain positive relationships in the 
playground 

 Children are engaged and occupied at playtime / lunchtime, 
resulting in good behaviour 

 Additional staffing at lunchtime will provide support to 
promote good behaviour 

Whole 
school - 
Parents 

Parents will be unable to come into the school building as usual 
in order to limit the chances of Covid infection. Therefore, other 
methods of communication and support will have to be utilised: 

 High visibility of the SLT and other staff at the beginning 
and end of the school day 

 Parents to drop off at the gate each morning 

 Staggered start and finish times for each year group 

 Use of the ParentApps service 

 Information on the school website 

 Phone calls 

 Parents will be well informed about issues such as pupil 
progress; changes to the school’s risk assessment; school 
events 

 Good relationships between school and home will be 
maintained 

 Attendance and safeguarding issues will be dealt with 
swiftly 

https://clarendon.bolton.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Home-Learning-technology-Policy-Aut-20.pdf
https://clarendon.bolton.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Home-Learning-technology-Policy-Aut-20.pdf
https://clarendon.bolton.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Home-Learning-technology-Policy-Aut-20.pdf


 Home visits (safeguarding & attendance) 

 Written report and phone call offered to all parents instead 
of Parents’ Evening 

 
 
The funding will be spent mainly on staffing.  Resources to enable learning will also be factored into the spend.  This will be monitored each 

term.  Pupil Premium funding has also been allocated to children who are at a disadvantage and the Pupil Premium Strategy / Self evaluation 

document https://clarendon.bolton.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Clarendon-Pupil-Premium-Strategy-19-20-targets-20-2021.pdf should 

be taken into consideration when reviewing the Catch up Premium.  A further breakdown of the spend is available on request & evidenced in 

the Public Inspection Copy of Governors minutes. 

 

 

https://clarendon.bolton.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Clarendon-Pupil-Premium-Strategy-19-20-targets-20-2021.pdf

